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MISSION HAVEN

Mission Haven Update — April 2026

RESTORE & RE-ENERGIZE: Nurturing Community

In early April, the resident hosts at Mission Haven organized a community potluck in the Meeting Room.
This was for all missionaries in residence, members of our Management Team, and our beloved “Aunt
Glenice” who retired two years ago. We opened the gathering with prayer, followed by around-the-circle
introductions and naming one thing they are thankful for. All answers were variations on their
thankfulness for Mission Haven --described as a place of safety, peace, restfulness, serenity, and
community, with the freedom and space for children to play. We celebrated two new babies in our midst
— one, now 5-months old, who will travel with her parents, at the end of April, to a new ministry in Costa
Rica. The other, only 10 days old(!) was born to a Presbyterian pastor and his wife who are between
calls. Shelvis & Nancy Smith-Mathers (longtime mission co-workers with the people of South Sudan)
were in town over spring break. Their four children (for whom MH is a second home) + 2 of Shelvis’s
nieces + the CMA “mish kids” (on furlough from Israel) enjoyed playing together and taking “orders” for
s’mores! The camaraderie and connections were both fun and deeply encouraging to all in attendance.
-- Nancy Dimmock
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